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in this landmark work keith johnstone provides a revelatory guide to rediscovering
and unlocking the imagination admired for its clarity and zest impro lays bare the
techniques and exercises used to foster spontaneity and narrative skill for actors
these techniques and exercises were evolved in the actors studio when he was
associate director of the royal court  and then in demonstrations to schools and
colleges and ultimately in the founding of  a company of  performers called the
theatre machine divided into four sections status spontaneity narrative skills and
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masks and trance arranged more or less in the order a group might approach them
the book sets out the specific approaches which johnstone has himself found most
useful and most stimulating the result is a fascinating exploration of the nature of
spontaneous creativity if teachers were honoured in the british theatre along side
directors designers and playwrights keith johnstone would be as familiar a name as
are those of jocelyn herbert edward bond and other young talents who were drawn
to the great lodestone of the royal court theatre in the late 1950s as head of the
script department johnstone played a crucial part in the development of the writers
theatre irving wardle

improvisation despite its almost ubiquitous presence in many art forms is notoriously
misunderstood and mysterious although earlier strands of american philosophy and
art emphasized what might be called improvisational practices it  was during the
modernist  period  that  improvisational  practice  and  theory  began  to  make  a
significant impact on art and culture specifically via the african american musical
forms of jazz and blues this musical development held important consequences for
the larger artistic cultural and political life of america as a whole and eventually the
world the historical convergence of jazz and philosophical currents like pragmatism
in american culture provides the framework for wallace s discussion of improvisation
in literary modernism focusing on poets ranging from gertrude stein to langston
hughes wallace s work provides a fresh perspective on the complex circuits  of
modernist culture improvisation and the making of american literary modernism will
be of interest to scholars of poetry music american and modernist studies and race
and ethnic studies

improvisation  is  a  tool  for  many  things  performance  training  rehearsal  practice
playwriting therapeutic interaction and somatic discovery this book opens up the
significance of improvisation across cultures histories and ways of performing our
life offering key insights into the what the how and the why of performance it traces
the  origins  of  improvisation  and  its  influences  both  as  a  social  and  political
phenomenon and its position in performance training including history theory and
practice this new edition encompasses theatre and performance studies as well as
drama acknowledging the rapid reconfiguration of these fields in recent years its
coverage also now extends to improvisation in the usa cinema larping street events
and the improvising audience while also looking at improv s relationship to stand up
comedy jazz poetry and free movement practices with an index of exercises and an
extensive bibliography this book is indispensable to students of improvisation

addressing a diverse set of improvised art and music forms from jazz and cinema to
dance and literature this volume traces how the social political and the aesthetic
relate within the context of improvisation

this  volume  brings  together  philosophical  and  interdisciplinary  perspectives  on
improvisation the contributions connect the theoretical dimensions of improvisation
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with different viewpoints on its practice in the arts and the classroom the chapters
address the phenomenon of improvisation in two related ways on the one hand they
attend to the lived practices of improvisation both within and without the arts in
order to explain the phenomenon they also extend the scope of improvisational
practices to include the role of improvisation in habit and in planned action at both
individual and collective levels drawing on recent work done in the philosophy of
mind they  address  questions  such  as  whether  improvisation  is  a  single  unified
phenomenon  or  whether  it  entails  different  senses  that  can  be  discerned
theoretically and practically finally they ask after the special kind of improvisational
expertise which characterizes musicians dancers and other practitioners an expertise
marked by the artist s ability to participate competently in complex situations while
deliberately relinquishing control philosophy of improvisation will appeal to anyone
with  a  strong  interest  in  improvisation  to  researchers  working  in  philosophy
aesthetics and pedagogy as well as practitioners involved in different kinds of music
dance and theater performances

there  is  an  ever  increasing  number  of  books  on  improvisation  ones  that  richly
recount experiences in the heat of the creative moment theorize on the essence of
improvisation and offer convincing arguments for improvisation s impact across a
wide range of human activity this book is nothing like that in a provocative and at
times  moving  experiment  gary  peters  takes  a  different  approach  turning  the
philosophy of  improvisation  upside  down and inside  out  guided by  kant  hegel
heidegger and especially deleuze and exploring a range of artists from hendrix to
borges  peters  illuminates  new  fundamentals  about  what  as  an  experience
improvisation truly is as he shows improvisation isn t so much a genre idiom style or
technique it  s  a  predicament  we are thrown into one we find ourselves in  the
predicament  he  shows  is  a  complex  entwinement  of  choice  and  decision  the
performativity of choice during improvisation may happen in the moment but it is
already  determined  by  an  a  priori  mode  of  decision  in  this  way  improvisation
happens both within and around the actual moment negotiating a simultaneous past
present  and  future  examining  these  and  other  often  ignored  dimensions  of
spontaneous creativity peters proposes a consistently challenging and rigorously
argued  new  perspective  on  improvisation  across  an  extraordinary  range  of
disciplines

improvisation as art traces how modernity s emphasis on inventiveness has changed
the meaning of improvisation and how the ideals and laws that led improvisation to
be banned from high art  in  the eighteenth century simultaneously  enabled the
inventive reintegration of improvisation into modernism after an in depth exploration
of  contemporary  theoretical  contentions  surrounding  improvisation  landgraf
examines how the new emphasis on inventiveness affects the understanding of
improvisation in the emerging aesthetic and anthropological discourses of the late
18th  and  early  19th  centuries  he  first  focuses  on  accounts  of  improvisational
performances by moritz goethe and fernow and reads them alongside the aesthetics
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of autonomy as it develops at the same time in its second half the book investigates
how  the  problem  of  planning  art  receives  a  different  treatment  in  german
romanticism the final chapter focuses on the writings of heinrich von kleist where
improvisation  presents  a  central  aesthetic  principle  kleist  s  figurations  of
improvisation  recognize  the  anthropological  predicament  of  the  self  in  modern
society and the social constraints that invite and often force individuals to improvise

the fierce urgency of now offers an impassioned call to take the practices of musical
improvisation often associated with jazz performance as a model for social justice
activism

long form scenic improv began with the harold the comic philosophy of this form
started an era of comedy marked by support trust and collaboration this book tells
of  the  harold  beginning  with  the  development  of  improv  theatre  through  the
tensions and evolutions that led to its creation at io and to its use in contemporary
filmmaking

this collection of applied improvisation stories and strategies draws back the curtain
on an exciting innovative growing field of practice and research that is changing the
way people lead create and collaborate applied improvisation is the umbrella term
widely used to denote the application of improvised theatre s theories tenets games
techniques and exercises beyond conventional theatre spaces to foster the growth
and or development of flexible structures new mindsets and a range of inter and
intra  personal  skills  required in  today s  volatile  and uncertain  world this  edited
collection offers one of the first surveys of the range of practice featuring 12 in depth
case  studies  by  leading  applied  improvisation  practitioners  and  a  foreword  by
phelim  mcdermott  and  lee  simpson  the  contributors  in  this  anthology  are
professional  applied  improvisation  facilitators  working  in  sectors  as  diverse  as
business social science theatre education law and government all have experienced
the power of improvisation have a driving need to share those experiences and are
united in the belief that improvisation can positively transform just about all human
activity each contributor describes their practice integrates feedback from clients
and includes a workbook component outlining some of the exercises used in their
case study to give facilitators and students a model for their own application this
book  will  serve  as  a  valuable  resource  for  both  experienced and new applied
improvisation  facilitators  seeking  to  develop  leaders  and  to  build  resilient
communities innovative teams and vibrant  organizations for  theatre practitioners
educators and students it opens up a new realm of practice and work

underpinning this project is the attempt to grasp the notion behind improvisation and
to understand what is actually meant by improvisation its nature and its construct at
the same time this project aims to bestow on improvisation its legitimate role as a
versatile  long  lasting  creative  process  of  knowledge  and  action  the  word
improvisation is used to describe a host of very different things it can be considered
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a collective creative phenomenon an individual skilled performance an emerging act
within a rooted practice or as a set of generative techniques yet there are a number
of issues with its concept and practice in improvisation shared practices steeped in
culture  and  history  are  intertwined  yet  constantly  exposed  to  the  force  of
spontaneity  and  innovation  all  the  studies  presented  in  the  book  contend  that
improvisation in artistic practices could hold the key to understanding the more
unstructured  at  times  more  unconscious  forms  of  improvisation  that  pervade
different fields of knowledge and professions as well as our everyday experiences

improvisation is usually either lionized as an ecstatic experience of being in the
moment or disparaged as the thoughtless recycling of clichés eschewing both of
these orthodoxies the philosophy of improvisation ranges across the arts from music
to theater dance to comedy and considers the improvised dimension of philosophy
itself in order to elaborate an innovative concept of improvisation gary peters turns
to many of the major thinkers within continental philosophy including heidegger
nietzsche adorno kant benjamin and deleuze offering readings of their reflections on
improvisation and exploring improvisational elements within their thinking peters s
wry humorous style offers an antidote to the frequently overheated celebration of
freedom and community that characterizes most writing on the subject expanding
the field of what counts as improvisation the philosophy of improvisation will be
welcomed by anyone striving to comprehend the creative process

improvisation was a crucial aspect of musical life in europe from the late eighteenth
century through to the middle of the nineteenth representing a central moment in
both public occasions and the private lives of many artists composers dedicated
themselves to this practice at length while formulating the musical ideas later found
at  the  core  of  their  published  works  improvisation  was  thus  closely  linked  to
composition itself the full extent of this relation can be inferred from both private
documents and reviews of concerts featuring improvisations while these texts also
inform us that composers quite often performed in public as both improvisers and
interpreters of pieces written by themselves or others improvisations presented in
concert were distinguished by a remarkable degree of structural organisation and
complexity demonstrating performers consolidated abilities in composition as well
as their familiarity with the rules for improvising outlined by theoreticians

most studies of musical improvisation focus on individual musicians but that is not
the whole story from jazz to flamenco shona mbira to javanese gamelan improvised
practices  thrive  on  group creativity  relying  on  the  close  interaction  of  multiple
simultaneously  improvising  performers  in  making  it  up  together  leslie  a  tilley
explores the practice of collective musical improvisation cross culturally making a
case for placing collectivity at the center of improvisation discourse and advocating
ethnographically  informed  music  analysis  as  a  powerful  tool  for  investigating
improvisational  processes  through two contrasting  balinese  case  studies  of  the
reyong gong chime s melodic norot practice and the interlocking drumming tradition
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kendang  arja  tilley  proposes  and  tests  analytical  frameworks  for  examining
collectively improvised performance at the micro level tilley s analyses offer insight
into the note by note decisions of improvising performers at the macro level they
illuminate larger musical  discursive structural  and cultural  factors shaping those
decisions this multi tiered inquiry reveals that unpacking how performers play and
imagine as a collective is crucial to understanding improvisation and demonstrates
how  music  analysis  can  elucidate  these  complex  musical  and  interactional
relationships  highlighting  connections  with  diverse  genres  from  various  music
cultures tilley s examinations of collective improvisation also suggest rich potential
for cross genre exploration the surrounding discussions point to larger theories of
communication and interaction creativity and cognition that will be of interest to a
range  of  readers  from  ethnomusicologists  and  music  theorists  to  cognitive
psychologists  jazz  studies  scholars  and  improvising  performers  setting  new
parameters for the study of improvisation making it  up together opens up fresh
possibilities for understanding the creative process in music and beyond

improvisation is a highly creative and collaborative art form encompassing the skills
of storytelling character creation and stage presence all in the moment however
with an array of  styles  and techniques to  choose from it  can be hard for  new
practitioners to negotiate the moving parts and find their own individuality in this
practical guide artistic director and improv expert jason moran explores the basic
pillars of improvisation and explains how to practically apply these in an improvised
scene game or  situation each chapter  showcases a different  pillar  and offers a
practical  checklist  to make each scene interesting and robust  this  helpful  book
unpacks and analyses real life improvised examples from the stage rehearsal room
and classroom illustrating to the reader what works well and what could work better
making it essential reading for actors presenters and anyone who wants to increase
their confidence in public performances

in  the  first  book  to  examine  the  overlooked  relationship  between  musical
improvisation and philosophical hermeneutics sam mcauliffe asks what exactly is
improvisation and how does it relate to our being in the world improvisation in music
and  philosophical  hermeneutics  answers  these  questions  by  investigating  the
underlying  structure  of  improvisation  mcauliffe  argues  that  improvising  is  best
understood as attending and responding to the situation in which one find itself and
as  such  is  essential  to  how  we  engage  with  the  world  working  within  the
hermeneutic  philosophical  tradition  drawing  primarily  on  the  work  of  martin
heidegger  hans  georg  gadamer  and jeff  malpas  this  book  provides  a  rich  and
detailed account of the ways in which we are all already experienced improvisers
given the dominance of music in discussions of improvisation part i of this book uses
improvised  musical  performance  as  a  case  study  to  uncover  the  ontological
structure of improvisation a structure that mcauliffe demonstrates is identical to the
structure  of  hermeneutic  engagement  exploring  this  relationship  between
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improvisation  and  hermeneutics  part  ii  offers  a  new  reading  of  gadamer  s
philosophical hermeneutics examining the way in which gadamer s accounts of truth
and understanding language and ethics each possess an essentially improvisational
character working between philosophy and music theory improvisation in music and
philosophical  hermeneutics  unveils  the  hermeneutic  character  of  musical
performance the musicality  of  hermeneutic  engagement  and the universality  of
improvisation
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